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Winter Commencement honors nearly 1,250 
Marshall University's 2011 Winter 
Commencement took place Dec 10 and 
honored nearly 1,250 students who 
graduated tn July or August 2011 or were on 
track to graduate this month. 
Among the 1,247 students were 754 
undergraduates and 493 with graduate 
degrees. Approximately 400 students 
participated In the ceremony. 
Read more. 
Marshall University Board of Governors 
approves school color change, greets new member 
The Marshall University Board of Governors during Its meeting 
Dec. 14 adopted a resolution to change the university's official 
green color to PANTONE Matching System (PMS) 356, referred by 
Thundering Herd fans as Kelly green. 
The resolution was adopted unanimously and Is effective 
January 1, 2012. 
Read more. 
At left: Logan businessman Wyatt Scaggs has joined the Marshall 
University Board of Governors. 
http://www.marshall.edu/ucomm/Newsletters/201 l/nl_ 121411.html 
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Translational Genomic Research Institute 
dedicated at Marshall 
The new Charles H. McKown, M.D., 
Translational Genomic Research Institute at 
the Joan C. Edwards School of Medtctne was 
dedicated tn a ceremony Tuesday, Dec. 6. 
The factl1ty was named tn honor of McKown, 
who served as the school's dean for more 
than 22 years before becoming Marshall's vtce 
presfdent for health sciences advancement 
thts summer. 
Read more. 
Marines, VETS4VETS to 'wrap up' Toys for Tots 
campaign this week 
For the second consecutive year, Marshall ts 
teaming with the Untted States Martne Corps 
Reserves tn supporting a drive to collect toys 
for needy children In the 2011 Toys for Tots 
regional campaign. 
The campaign is scheduled to run through 
Saturday, Dec. 17. Marshall's student group, 
VETS4VETS, and the Marlnes will be 
dlstrlbutlng the toys after the campaign 
ends. 
Read more. 
Aquatic ecotoxicologist joins Marshall as Eminent Scholar 
Dr. Mtndy Yeager Armstead has joined the faculty of 
Marshall University's College of Science through the state's 
Eminent Scholars Recruitment and Enhancement Initiative. 
A nationally respected aquatic ecotoxlcologlst with 15 years 
experlence In the commercial sector, Armstead will lead an 
Interdisciplinary team of Marshall scientists focused on 
research and economic development acttvttles associated 
with the region's water and energy resources. 
Read more. 
Classified Staff Special Election Under Way 
A special Classified Staff l election to fill 
vacancies on Staff Council In two groups-
EEO Group 30 and EEO Group 50, ts 
currently under way with vottng running 
until midnight on Wednesday, Dec. 14. All 
voting will be electronic using the E-Voter 
system on myMU. 
Faculty/Staff Achievement 
EEO Group 30 - Other Professionals, will be 
electing one new member and EEO Group 50 
- Clerical, will be electing two new 
members . 
Read more. 
http://www.marshall.edu/ucomm/N ewsletters/2011/nl_121411.html 
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Lynne Weston, Ed.S, director of the Marshall 
University H.E.L.P. program, was fnvfted to 
the NASA Educational Summit fn Washington, 
D.C., to partfcfpate fn a panel presentation 
Dec. 1. 
NASA Is working towards attracting more 
students with dfsabflitles to participate fn 
thefr STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math) programs. 
Nicholas County students learn about cyber safety 
Marshall Unfversfty played host to 33 high 
school students from Nicholas County for a 
cyber safety seminar on Friday, Dec. 9. 
Sponsored by the Department of Integrated 
Science and Technology and the MU 
Forensic Science Center, the program 
focused on cyber security threats to 
students who use the Internet. 
Read more. 
Newsletter Contest: Where's This? 
One winner will be drawn from the correct Win two "We Are , • , Marshall" 
answers to the question of where or what fs fn thfs 
Marshall-related photograph. Kelly green shirts I 
Marshall students, faculty, staff and alumni are 
elfgfble . 
Send your entries to 
weargreen@marshall.edu. Entries must be 
submitted by 5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 19. Entries 
must have the answer and the entering person's 
name, afffllatfon (to Marshall), phone number and 
maflfng address. 
Mr. and Ms. Marshall are shown fn the Kelly green 
{.!i{.K.f.Q .. .'1..'!.r.t....!S!!:S.!'.f..Xf!rsiq!J._'?fJ.!!..C~.Q!J.t~~t.P.f:J.QtQ,, shirts that wilt be given to one lucky winner, as 
well as two tickets for a home men's basketball 
game. 
Contest Results from the Nov. 30 Issue 
Lance West Jr. was the winner of the contest in the Nov. 30 fssue. He 
correctly Identified the newly renovated Twin Towers Dining Half and 
won the two shirts described above. 
Other Coming Events 
Glen Campbell show 
rescheduled to Jan. 5 
Due to a severe bout wfth laryngftfs, organizers 
have postponed Glen Campbell's concert, 
orfgfnally scheduled on Dec. 11, to 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 5, at the Kefth·Albee Performing 
Arts Center fn Huntington. All tickets for the 
'Riverdance' to offer farewell 
show May 29 
Recently, the producer of "Rfverdance, " 
Moya Doherty, announced that the United 
States touring production of the 
fnternatfonally·acclafmed worldwide 
phenomenon will close In June 2012 . 
http://www.marshall.edu/ucomm/N ewsletters/2011/nl _ 121411.html 
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Dec. 11 date will be honored at the concert on 
Jan. 5. 
Rlverdance will play one farewell 
performance at the Keith·Albee Performing 
Arts Center In Huntington May 29. Tickets 
will go on sale at noon Frlday, Dec. 16, and 
may be purchased at the Marshall Artists 
Serles Box Office, located on the right side 
of the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts 
Center, or by calling ext.6·6656. The box 
office Is open Monday through Frlday from 
noon to 5:00 p.m. 
Read more. 
GSEPD holds hooding ceremony for graduate students 
Profile: David Daniel 
Marshall's Graduate School of Education and Professional 
Development honored 171 students who graduated In July, 
August, and December 2011, In a special hooding 
ceremony, which took place Dec. 8 at South Charleston 
High School. 
Read more. 
At left: Dr. Dixie Billheimer was the keynote speaker at 
the Graduate School of Education and Professional 
Development's hooding ceremony Dec. 8. 
- a series on Interesting Marshall University people 
Music circles his Ufe; It's Inexorably woven Into the fabric 
of his being. You could almost say he Is addicted to how It 
shapes his soul. 
David Daniel has an unabashed love of music. He has 
speakers In every room of his house. That's every single 
room, even the bathroom, he emphasizes, and near· 
permanently attached earphones that keep the tunes 
flowing. But it's a freeing relationship, opening him up to 
potential depths he otherwise might not have imagined, 
he believes. 
Read morel 
The next Issue of We Are ... Marshall will be distributed Jan. 11, 2012. Please send any materials for consideration to Pat 
Dickson by Jan. 9, 2012. 
http://www.marshall.edu/ucomm/Newsletters/2011/nl_ 121411.html 
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Winter Commencement honors nearly 1,250 
Like Sign Up to see what your friends like. 
Return to newsletrer front page. 
Marshall University's 2011 Wfnter Commencement took place Dec 10 
and honored nearly 1,250 students who graduated fn July or August 
2011 or who were expected to graduate this month. 
Among the 1,247 students were 754 undergraduates and 493 with 
graduate degrees. Approximately 400 students participated In the 
ceremony. The students were recognized fndMdually, walking to the 
area fn front of the stage where their names were announced and they 
received congratulations and a scroll from the Marshall Unfversfty 
Alumni Assoclatfon. 
Registrar Roberta Ferguson safd 174 students graduated with honors. 
Fifteen graduated summa cum laude (3.85 to 4.0 GPA), 43 magna cum 
laude (3.6 to 3.84 GPA), and 101 cum laude (3.3 to 3.59 GPA). 
Two students receMng associate degrees graduated with hfgh honors, 
and 13 associate degree recipients graduated with honors. Two 
students completed their baccalaureate degrees with perfect 4.0 GPAs. 
They are Brittany Lin Ledbetter of Cross Lanes, W. Va., and Morgan 
Alexandra Lewis of Wayne. 
Dr. Jamfe Warner, professor of political science and MU's Charles E. 
Hedrick Outstanding Faculty Award winner for 201O·2011, delivered 
the keynote speech. 
Photos: Scenes from Winter Commencement, which took place Dec. 10. 
Photos by Rick Haye/ Marshall University. 
http://www.marshall.edu/ucomm/Newsletters/2011/12141 l/nl_l2141 l I.html 
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Marshall University Board of Governors approves school color 
change 
The Marshall University Board of Governors dur1ng Its meeting Dec. 14 adopted a resolution to change the university's 
official green color to PANTONE Matching System (PMS) 356, referred by Thunder1ng Herd fans as Kelly green. 
The resolution was adopted unanimously and Is effective January 1, 2012. 
Marshall University athletics has historically used Kelly green, even when the university switched to the darker green 
color (PMS 357) In 2001. The university test-marketed the Kelly green color earlier this year. Marshall athletics and 
administration officials said It was overwhelmingly positively received by fans and alumni, which led to the decision to 
return to Kelly green as the university's official color. 
Marshall University officials say there will be minimal cost change Implications, as campus items, such as letterhead and 
business cards will be replaced with the logotype In Kelly green only as the existing darker green items run out. 
In other action, the board approved a resolution to select Kansas City-based architecture company, AECOM, as the firm 
for the planning and design of four athletic facilities: Indoor practice facility and track; academic support center; sports 
medicine translational research center; and soccer stadium complex. 
"This Is a great company that has designed dozens of sports-related facilities across the nation, " said Mike Hamrick, 
director of athletics. "These are four, very unique, diverse, yet connected facilities and we think AECOM will do an 
excellent job." 
The board of governors welcomed a new member today as well . 
Wyatt Scaggs, a 1982 Marshall University graduate and Logan business owner, was 
appointed to the Marshall University Board of Governors by West Virginia Gov. Earl Ray 
Tomblin earlier this fall. The Hon. Menis Ketchum, Justice of the West Virginia Supreme 
Court of Appeals, swore in Scaggs dur1ng the board's meeting today. Ketchum formerly 
was a member of the Marshall University Board of Governors. 
"I am looking forward to serving with the folks at Marshall University," Scaggs said. "It's a 
fine institution and one I am privileged to be associated with.'' 
Scaggs replaces former member Brig. Gen. H.F. Mooney, who served as a board member 
from 2004 through November 2011 . 
Photo: Wyatt Scaggs has joined the Marshall University Board of Governors. Photo by Rick Haye! Marshall University. 
L.Jke Sign Up to see what your friends like. 
Return to newsletter front page. 
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Translational Genomic Research Institute dedicated at Marshall 
The new Charles H. McKown, M.D., Translational Genomic Research 
Institute at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine was dedicated In a 
ceremony Tuesday, Dec. 6. 
The facility was named In honor of McKown, who served as the school's 
dean for more than 22 years before becoming Marshall's vice president 
for health sciences advancement this summer. 
The Marshall University Board of Governors cited McKown's 
"extraordinary service to the university" in approving the facility's 
naming. 
Dr. Robert C. Nerhood, Interim dean of the medical school, said McKown's contributions to the medical school were many. 
"Hts uncanny ability to almost Instantaneously perceive convoluted relationships and unintended consequences of simple or 
complex actions has Ideally suited him to be an eminently successful dean of a community-based medical school In West 
Virginia," he said. "I am not at all sure that th1s talent can again be found," 
Nerhood said the genomic research facility Is an outgrowth of McKown's vision and advocacy. 
"Dr. McKown foresaw the Importance of the new field of translational 
research in the area of cancer care," and then worked with philanthropist 
Joan Edwards and U.S. Sen. Robert Byrd to turn that vision into reality, 
he said. 
In addition to Nerhood, speakers at the dedication ceremony included 
President Stephen J. Kopp; Dr. Richard Niles, senior associate dean for 
research and graduate education at the medical school, and professor and 
chair of the university's Department of Biochemistry and Microbiology; 
Edward Seiler, director of the Huntington VA Medical Center; and 
McKown. 
Videotaped greetings were given by U.S. Sen. Jay Rockefeller, U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin Ill and U.S. Representative Nick J. 
Rahall II. Gov. Earl Ray Tombl1n was represented by Jacqueline Proctor, his director of communications. 
The Charles H. McKown, M.D. , Translational Genomic Research Institute is located on the top floor of the Edwards 
Comprehensive Cancer Center. Completed this summer, It includes more than 10,000 square feet of research space and has 
advanced scientific equipment Including a "next-generation" genetic sequencer. Several university researchers already are 
working at the Institute. 
In addition to naming the facility after McKown, the medical school has established a scholarship In his honor. 
Photos: President Stephen J. Kopp, left, looks on as Charles H. McKown speaks during Tuesday's dedication ceremony. From 
left, Dr. Robert Nerhood, President Stephen J. Kopp, Dr. Richard Niles, Edward Seiler and Jacqueline Proctor applaud as 
Charles H. McKown prepares to speak during Tuesday's dedication ceremony. Photos by Rick Haye/Marshall University. 
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Marines, VETS4VETS to 'wrap up' Toys for Tots campaign this week 
For the second consecutive year, Marshall Is 
teaming with the United States Marine 
Corps Reserves In supporting a dr1ve to 
collect toys for needy children In the 2011 
Toys for Tots regional campaign. 
Toys for Tots collects new toys to give to 
children, ages toddler to early teen, who 
otherwise would be without during the 
holidays. St. Joseph Catholic Grade School 
In Huntington is participating In the annual 
drive as well. 
"It has been great to have St. Joseph on 
board and working with us," said Kelly 
Sweetman, director of military affairs at 
Marshall. "We were able to take the 
Marines into the school and have the 
children meet them and learn about a 
different kind of mission. The children get to see our military In a different light. They learn that the Marines help In our 
community here at home; it's not just all about war." 
The campaign collects toys for children In 14 West Virginia counties and four counties in Ohio. Collection boxes have 
been placed In the Memorial Student Center on Marshall's Huntington campus, where they will remain throughout the 
campaign, which runs through Saturday, Dec. 17. Marshall's student group, VETS4VETS, and the Marines will be 
distributing the toys after the campaign ends. 
"l am pleased to be able to have the children working with veterans and current military for the good of the 
community," said Andrew Wendt, president of VETS4VETS, referring to St. Joseph's participation, "West Virginia has a 
long military history and a high number of veterans. This project pulls us all together for the greater good and we 
become one group with a purpose." 
New, unwrapped toys, valued at no more than $30 each, are being collected. People may still sign up to receive toys by 
visiting www.toysfortots.org. 
For more Information, e-mail Sweetman at Sweetman@111i)rshall.ed[!. 
Photo: Sgt. Victor Arroyo, assistant coordinator of the Toys for Tots campaign, poses with first-grade students from St. 
Joseph Catholic Grade School and some of the toys the school has collected. The students are, from left, Riley Ibanez, 
Madison Nekvlnda, Sinclair McKinney and Rama Rayyan. Photo by Liu Yang/Marshall University. 
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Aquatic ecotoxicologist joins Marshall University 
as Eminent Scholar 
Dr. Mindy Yeager Armstead has joined the faculty of Marshall University's 
College of Science through the state's Eminent Scholars Recruitment and 
Enhancement Initiative. 
A nationally respected aquatic ecotoxlcologlst with 15 years exper1ence In the 
commercial sector, Armstead will lead an Interdisciplinary team of Marshall 
scientists focused on research and economic development activities associated 
with the region's water and energy resources. 
"We are thr1lled to have Dr. Armstead join our faculty," said Dr. Charles 
Somerville, dean of the College of Science. "Her reputation and exper1ence 
make her the perfect choice to develop our targeted research cluster In 
freshwater resources." 
Armstead said, "I'm excited to be at Marshall and look forward to leading a 
research program that will address some of the most pressing environmental 
Issues In West Virginia and the Appalachian region . Water and energy present 
tremendous challenges and opportunities for research. I look forward to working with the team at Marshall." 
Pr1or to joining Marshall, Armstead was a senior scientist at the consulting firm Potesta fl Associates Inc. In Charleston, 
where she led projects to determine water quality standards, assess aquatic community health, and develop strategies to 
Improve or protect stream ecosystems. Her current research Interests Include the golden algae Prymneslum parvum, 
selenium, total dissolved sol1ds and the development of site-specific water quality criteria. 
The state funded the $10 m1ll1on Eminent Scholars Initiative to help attract nationally recognized researchers to Marshall 
and West Virginia University. The goal of the program Is to build university research programs, ultimately leading to 
business spin-offs, new patents and high-tech jobs at all sk1ll and education levels. 
"The Eminent Scholars program has made it possible for us to hire some of the best scientists In their fields, focused on 
some of the most Important Issues facing our society," said Dr. John Maher, Marshall vice president for research. "Dr. 
Armstead Is the most recent of those hires at Marshall and I look forward to watching as she builds this research 
program." 
Before joining Potesta In 1997, Armstead was employed at TERRADON Corporation in Poca. From 1994 to 1996, she was a 
post-doctoral research associate In the Department of Biology at Virginia Tech, where she helped develop a watershed 
scale restoration plan for a stream damaged by acid mine drainage discharge. 
She has served as an adjunct faculty member at Wheeling Jesuit University and at Marshall, has been co-Investigator on 
grants from the American Electric Power Service Corporation, and has co-authored numerous publications and technical 
reports. She Is certified as a Licensed Remediation Specialist by the West Virginia Department of Environmental 
Protection. 
Armstead has a bachelor's degree In biology from the University of Charleston, a master's degree In aquatic ecology from 
Marshall, and a doctoral degree In biology with an emphasis in aquatic ecotoxlcology from Virginia Tech. 
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Classified Staff Special Election Under Way 
A special Classified Staff l election to fill vacancies on Staff Council in two groups-EEO Group 30 and EEO Group 50, is 
currently under way with voting running until midnight on Wednesday, Dec. 14. All voting will be electronic using the E-
Voter system on myMU. 
EEO Group 30 · Other Professionals, will be electing one new member. The candidate running for this vacancy is: 
Chris Atkins, University College 
EEO Group 50 - Clerical, will be electing two new members. The candidates running for these vacancies are: 
Denise Cantrell, School of Education 
Darlene Colegrove, School of Education 
Michelle Ruppert, Counseling 
LuAnn South, Dept. of Communication Studies 
Write-In votes are permitted by following the ballot instructions. 
Staff members will need their MUID (901 number) and password to log into their myMU account to cast their ballot during 
the election period. Assistance may be obtained by contacting the IT Help Desk or contacting the Election Committee 
Chair, Joe Wortham at ext. 6·5402 or by email at wortham@marshall.edu. 
Screenshots showing step-by-step voting instructions can be found and printed out at: http: I / www.marshall.edu/st.a fF-
council/forms/E-Voting%201nstructions.pdf 
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Nicholas County students learn about cyber safety 
Marshall University played host to 33 high school students from Nicholas County for a cyber safety seminar on Friday, 
Dec. 9. 
Sponsored by the Department of tntegrated Science and Technology and the MU Forensic Science Center, the program 
focused on cyber security threats to students who use the Internet, whether for social networking sites like Facebook or 
geotagging photos. They learned about password protections and avoiding computer attacks. Dangers of sexually explicit 
text messages, or "sexting" as It is known, also were covered, The presentations were followed by a panel discussion 
and a tour of the Forensic Science Center. 
The students are members of Nicholas County High School's Future Business Leaders of America organization and the 
presentation will serve as a community service project for the club. The students plan to take what they learn back to 
their school and put on a presentation for their student body as well as for Richwood High School, Summersville Middle 
School and Richwood Middle School, according to Susan Jones, the organization's faculty sponsor. 
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Glen Campbell show rescheduled to Jan. 5 
Due to a severe bout with laryngitis, organizers have postponed Glen Campbell's concert, originally scheduled on Dec. 
11,, to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 5, at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington. All tickets for the Dec. 11 
date will be honored at the concert on Jan. 5. 
After announcing his battle with Alzheimer's disease, Glen Campbell released his final studio album, "Ghost On The 
Canvas," and Is making his "Goodbye Tour," his final concert tour. "Ghost On the Canvas" Is the album that traces 
Campbell's 75 years, from dirt-poor Arkansas origins to Hollywood triumphs on the pop charts, TV and movies. 
Among his many accolades, Campbell is the winner of 8 Grammy Awards, was named Entertainer of The Year, Male 
Vocalist of the Year and the Dove Awards-Country Album of the Year. He is an inductee In both the Musicians Hall of 
Fame and Country Music Hall of fame. 
Tickets can be purchased through the Marshall Artists Serles box office. For additional informat1on call ext. 6-6656. 
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GSEPD holds hooding ceremony for graduate students 
Marshall's Graduate School of Education and Professional Development honored 171 students who graduated in July, 
August, and December 2011, fn a specfal hooding ceremony whfch took place Thursday, Dec. 8 at South Charleston High 
School. 
Master' s degree students fn the areas of adult and technical education, counseling, elementary education, leadership 
studies, reading education, secondary education, special education, teaching, humanities and psychology were hooded. 
Education specialist degree students in the areas of education and school psychology also received hoods. Doctoral 
degree students in the area of curriculum and instruction and public school administration, were hooded at Marshall's 
official commencement Saturday, Dec. 10, but were also recognized during Thursday's event. 
Marshall welcomed back one of Its own to serve as featured speaker. Dr. Dixie 
Bfllheimer, Chfef Executive Officer of the West Virginfa Center for Professional 
Development, Is a tour·time Marshall University graduate and veteran educator with 
more than 30 years of experience. She has dedicated her professional life to enhancing 
educator preparedness and student achievement in West Virginia. She has taught 
secondary mathematics, served as a regional coordinator in technology Integration, 
technical assistance and school Improvement and served as an assistant professor at the 
graduate level before joining the staff of WVCPD. 
Bfllheimer has shared her expertise with audiences nationally and internationally as a 
presenter at conferences that address educational leadership and research·based 
strategies for effective teaching . Prior to becoming CEO, she served as director of the 
Principals' Leadership Academy and Instructional Technology at WVCPD. She holds a 
Doctor of Education In Curriculum and Instruction with an emphasis in Instructional Technology, as well as an Education 
Specialist degree in Curriculum and Instruction with a minor in Instructional Technology, from Marshall .. She also holds a 
Master of Arts in Reading Education and a Bachelor of Arts in Secondary Education with majors in mathematics and 
English from Marshall as well. 
Photo: Dr. Dixie Billheimer was the keynote speaker at the Graduate School of Education and Professional Development's 
hooding ceremony Dec. 8. 
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Profile: David Daniel 
Music circles his life; it's inexorably woven into the fabric of his being. You could 
almost say he fs addicted to how ft shapes his soul. 
David Daniel has an unabashed love of music. He has speakers in every room of his 
house. That's every single room, even the bathroom, he emphasizes, and near· 
permanently attached earphones that keep the tunes flowing. But it's a freeing 
relationship, opening him up to potential depths he otherwise might not have 
imagined, he believes. 
His work title is cumbersome. Officially he's an Application Systems Analyst 
Programmer Senior in Computing Services, but unofficially he's known as one of two 
people on campus who handle Banner securities, he says. "We also do Banner 
upgrades, and the application software that's attached to Banner, so it's like an IT 
project manager." He came to the position well prepared with two Marshall degrees, 
a B.A. in Management Information Systems and a M.A. In Technology Management. 
The choke of a career path really wasn't all that surprising. He's super organized, with a penchant for planning, whose 
friends sometimes give him a hard time about how organized he actually is. He takes their teasing with good humor. "I 
accept that. Computers allow me to plan, to be organized and to be a little OCD, but that's who I am." he says 
cheerfully. 
After completing his undergraduate degree he went back to Ashland, Ky., where he grew up, to work with his parents in 
a small company they own there, mainly upgrading their computer systems. A five-year stint In Marshall's Department of 
Human Resources followed before he transferred to Computer Services nearly six years ago. 
But contact with others Is greatly important to Daniel. "I like what I'm doing now; one of the good things about 
technology management Is that you can do more of a managerial role of technology instead of a singular in·depth 
approach to it. But the best thing is that I don't have to sit In a room all the time, I get to go out and talk with people, 
work with colleagues, go to meetings, have contacts with others. I like to try to demystify the technology aspects for 
those who aren't into technology and to show them an easier way to do their work. With computers, it's not just about 
the machines and the technology, it's really about the people who use them and that's what I enjoy most." 
Actually his fondness for working with others has led him into the classroom where he has taught classes part·tfme for IT 
for the past seven years. "Getting into teaching has opened up a whole new world for me," he says. "Dealing with the 
students has been so rewarding. I like teaching them the fundamentals of what they're gofng to be using in their classes 
because virtually all of their classes will Involve computer use in some way." In fact he enjoys teaching so much he's 
considering going back to school at some point to earn a Ph.D. 
But ft Is music-all kinds, jazz, rock, R&B, rap, folk, indi, you name it- that his life revolves around and this self·taught 
guitarist/drummer/singer embraces it all with a joyful fervor. Surprisingly, he didn't start playing an instrument until he 
was in college. "I got a guitar and I still have it; I've never stopped playing. Then I got a drum set. I love the drums, you 
put everything you have Into it, you can open so much of yourself to emotion and creativity. Playing drums just came to 
me, I could feel it. I feel the beat of the drums, I like to feel what composers are trying to say In a song. I also try to go 
to three or four concerts a year. I love to see bands but also to see the crowd reacting to them. You need to keep an 
open mind, you might find something totally unexpected that you'll really love." 
And Daniel speaks eloquently about his passion for music, likening it to painting. "I would like to be a painter because 
you can express so many emotions through a canvas but music is like that. You listen and try to figure out what the artist 
is trying to say in a song." That delicious "aha" moment, when he feels what they are portraying, is well worth waiting 
for, he confides. 
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Never pursuing music as a career, he has preferred instead to be part of a praise band at his church, Second Baptist 
Church In Ashland, occasionally joining friends to play at other churches and getting together regularly with other 
musician friends for spirited jam sessions. He was flattered but apprehensive when a good friend asked him to perform at 
his wedding. "It turned out to be a large wedding and among the guests were several musician friends so I knew I 
couldn't make a mistake; they would know, I couldn't cover up a mistake. I sang and played but I was very nervous 
because performing In front of other musicians Is nerve·racking. It was Intimidating but fun. " 
One of the high points of the past few years 
was the European trip he made with three 
friends over four years ago. It was strictly a 
low budget, no frills tour, he says, with the 
four often crammed Into tiny hotel rooms 
where they took turns sleeping on the floor. 
But the trip took a serendipitous turn for the 
buddies one morning In Amsterdam. Going to a 
small cafe for breakfast, they found it 
deserted at that time of the morning except 
for two other customers. Imagine their 
astonishment when one of the customers 
turned out to be American music Icon Willie 
Nelson, who was there with his manager. 
There was no mistaking that weathered visage. 
"We couldn't believe our eyes; we were so 
excited. Here we were halfway around the 
world and there sat Willie Nelson having breakfast. And he was so friendly, so kind. We chatted and he wanted to know 
about us, where we were from, then he readily agreed to pose for pictures with us. What a thrill that was for all of us. 
The waitress had no Idea who he was . .• we were like, are you kidding us?" 
And these days another of the energetic Daniel's passions Is fitness, and he can be found every day at noon at the rec 
center working out. Together with his girlfriend, Haley Holmquist, he often runs In 5k charity races and the couple 
particularly likes the ones benefiting animal causes such as the Little Victories shelter in Huntington, because they have 
a shelter dog themselves. "You get so much out of these races; you benefit physically and mentally but you also meet 
other people and you help out a good cause. You have to have these 'little victories' In life to keep you centered on 
what's Important," he reflects. 
"Haley Is an amazing runner. We do a lot of exercising together. Through exercise you can escape to a different world, 
because your body and your mind both react to exercise. She originally came to Marshall from Florida on a diving 
scholarship and now works at St. Mary's hospital In radiology. She helps keep me centered. My spirituality ts a big part of 
my life so I like to push myself to be enlightened .•. even though I am a Christian, as a pastime I read books on Buddhism 
and as well as other enlightening subjects just to have a better understanding of the outside world of other people. I try 
to keep an open mind and spirit; music Is just one of the many ways that helps me dive deep Into myself. One thing I've 
found Is that you can accept other people's opinions even when they don't agree with you." 
And having good role models in his parents, Earl and Helen Daniel, and good relationships with his brother, Chris, and 
sister, Rebecca, has certainly helped his spiritual journey, he says. Soon he's planning to emulate his father, who has a 
pilot's license and owns a small plane, by taking flying lessons and earning his own license. 
His mantra, which his music helped develop, Is to be open and not close-minded, he says. "An experience may be good 
or bad but It opens up opportunities so that you can go down new roads, ones that you might not have taken before . You 
need to do what makes you happy. I love what I do; I strive to not be judgmental or cynical. Just be mindful of it, take 
the moments In your life and just appreciate them." 
Lower Photo: David Daniel (right) and his friend Wes Thompson (left) met singer Willie Nelson (center) in Amsterdam in 
2008. Photo courtesy of Wes Thompson. 
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